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January 6, 2017                                                Parsha Vayigash 
8 Tevet 5777                                             Light Candles 4:40 pm  

It’s Re-Registration and Enrollment Season,  
YOU have the power to help us GROW! 
  
The New Year is here and with it comes the time for re-registration and 
enrollment at Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School! Every current Hebrew 
Day School family should have received their re-registration form in the mail 
last week (If you did not, please speak with Klara Lapp to have her print a 
new one for you). In addition to re-registration for returning  
students, now is the time to apply for siblings and to  
encourage your friends and family, who are not yet at Hebrew  
Day School, to apply for admission. We know that the source of  
our school’s continued strength is  YOU and your commitment to  
prioritizing your children’s Jewish identities and the excellence of the 
education they receive. We are grateful and honored that you have  
chosen Hebrew Day to partner with you! 
  
You may not know this, but YOU, are by far our school’s most powerful 
recruitment and retention source. Every time you speak about our school, 
you shape the perceptions of our school in the community. When you speak 
POSITIVE and PASSIONATELY about your experiences at Hebrew Day School, 
you help both our recruitment and retention efforts. YOU have the power to 
keep our school strong and help us grow! 
  
Now is the time! We want to challenge every friend of Hebrew Day School, 
whether you are a current family, past family or community friend, to 
identify and promote Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School’s strengths, in 
order to create a Positive and Authentic impression of our school. It is within 
YOUR power to ensure that the perception of Hebrew Day School matches 
the reality of our Excellence and now is the time to take action! Personal 
referrals are the most common way that prospective families learn about us 
and YOUR personal testimonials lead to higher rates of tours and 
enrollment. Do you know a family who is not yet at Hebrew Day School, but 
should be?  

Please talk to our Director of Enrollment, Beth Licha, about them now! 
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 Calendar of Events 

Head of School: Rabbi Simcha Weiser 
rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Assistant Head of School:   
Rabbi Meir Cohen 
rabbicohen@hebrewday.org  
 
 

Director of School Operations:  
Estelle Workman 
eworkman@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Director of Enrollment:  
Beth Licha 
blicha@hebrewday.org  
 

Dean of Students:  
Giovanna Reinking 
giovanna.reinking@hebrewday.org 
 
 

Preschool Director: Rachel Eden 
rachel.eden@hebrewday.org 
 
 

Business Manager: Klara Lapp 
klapp@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Director of Development:  
Joyce Arovas 
jarovas@hebrewday.org 
 

 

President: 

Geoffrey Berg 

 

Members at Large:  

Josh Cohen  Iliana Glovinsky 

Moises Eilemberg Gavin Horn 

Allen Gruber  Hilary Kleinman 

Yonina Kaplan  Philip Silverman 

Michael Leeman  Yvonne Venger 

Marilyn Williams Marcia Wollner 

Missy Wrotslavsky Brian Zimmerman 

Our Administrative Team:            Board of Directors:       

       January 

January 16, 2017 
No School—Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day 
 
January 18, 2017 
Step Up Event K-4th grade 4:15 pm 
 
January 23, 2017 
Step Up to Kindergarten 3:45 pm 
 
January 24, 2016 
Movin into Middle School Night  
5th grade 6:30 pm 
 
January 26, 2017 
Kindergarten Sea World Field Trip 
 

January 27, 2017 
Rosh Chodesh Assembly 1:15 pm 
 
February 1, 2017 
Early Dismissal 1 pm 
 
February 8, 2017 
2nd Grade Chumash Milestone 
Celebration 
 
February 15, 2017 
1st Grade Siddur Milestone 
Celebration 
 
February 20, 2017 
No School - President’s Day 
 

February 27, 2017 
Rosh Chodesh Assembly 2:50 pm 
 
February 28, 2017 
3rd Grade Invention Convention 
 
March 3, 2017 
2nd Trimester Ends 
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 Parshat Vayigash 
OVERVIEW: Parshat VaYigash (Gen: 44:18 – 47:27) 
With the discovery of the goblet in Binyamin's sack, the brothers are confused. Yehuda alone steps forward and eloquently but 
firmly petitions Yosef for Binyamin's release, offering himself instead. As a result of this act of total selflessness, Yosef finally 
has irrefutable proof that his brothers are different people from the ones who cast him into the pit, and so he now reveals to 
them that he is none other than their brother. The brothers shrink from him in shame, but Yosef consoles them, telling them 
that everything has been part of G-d's plan. He sends them back to their father Yaakov with a message to come and reside in 
the land of Goshen. At first, Yaakov cannot accept the news, but when he recognizes hidden signs in the message which 
positively identify the sender as his son Yosef, his spirit is revived. Yaakov together with all his family and possessions sets out 
for Goshen. G-d communicates with Yaakov in a vision at night. He tells him not to fear going down to Egypt and its negative 
spiritual consequences, because it is there that G-d will establish the Children of Israel as a great nation even though they will 
be dwelling in a land steeped in immorality and corruption. The Torah lists Yaakov's offspring and hints to the birth of 
Yocheved, who will be the mother of Moshe Rabbeinu. Seventy souls in total descend into Egypt, where Yosef is reunited with 
his father after 22 years of separation. He embraces his father and weeps, overflowing with joy. Yosef secures the settlement 
of his family in Goshen. Yosef takes his father Yaakov and five of the least threatening of his brothers to be presented to 
Pharaoh, and Yaakov blesses Pharaoh. Yosef instructs that in return for grain, all the people of Egypt must give everything to 
Pharaoh, including themselves as his slaves. Yosef then redistributes the population, except for the Egyptian priests who are 
directly supported by a stipend from Pharaoh. The Children of Israel become settled, and their numbers multiply greatly.    (C) 
2017 Ohr Somayach International - All rights reserved. 

DRASHA:  As the dramatic story of Joseph and his brothers comes 
to its climax in this week’s Torah reading, one is struck by the 
comparison between Judah and Joseph, the main antagonists in 
this final act of the biblical narrative. Joseph is the righteous one, 
the person who lives by dreams, the one who resists temptation 
and pays a dear price for so doing. 
  
The brothers did him wrong, very wrong. Even though there are 
many justifications for their behavior towards Joseph, the simple 
narrative of the story as portrayed for us in the Bible – and their 
own admission that they were cruel towards their brother – 
places them in an awkwardly guilty situation. 
  
And Judah is the brother that advises selling Joseph as a slave. As 
such, he appears to have a special burden upon him in the whole 
story of the disunity in the family of Jacob. And his behavior with 
Tamar raises questions of morality and probity. So, from the 
reading of this narrative alone, one could easily come to the 
conclusion that the future of the Jewish people lies with Joseph 
and not with Judah, that the greatness of the piety of Joseph 
should certainly override the leadership qualities and strength of 
Judah. 
  
Yet we find from the blessings of Jacob onwards that Judah is the 
leader of the Jewish people through the dynasty of King David. 
The Jewish people are called by his name and he and his 
descendants are the catalyst of survival, which has characterized 
Jewish life throughout the ages. 
  
Why is this so? The Talmud indicates to us that leadership does 
not necessarily belong to those whose closets are bare of 
skeletons. Somehow, in order to be a truly successful leader one 

must first have tasted failings and defeat, physically and even 
spiritually. The perfect person, the most righteous of people, is 
not necessarily the right choice for leadership. 
  
Because the nation and the people are never perfect, therefore 
the leader must clearly understand what the failings and 
shortcomings are, and work one's leadership through that 
framework of imperfection. This does not mean that we should 
overlook shortcomings and previous sins of those who aspire to 
leadership currently. But it does mean that past errors are not 
necessarily fatal to the cause of current leadership and even 
national greatness. 
  
Judah's greatness lies in his willingness to assume the burden of 
his actions and words and to attempt to rectify past wrongdoings. 
We see that in his reaction to the judgment of Tamar, where he 
vindicates her at his own expense and shame. We see that in his 
defense of Benjamin and his willingness to allow himself to 
become a slave in order to save his brother. He had vouched for 
him and personally guaranteed to return him to his father. 
  
Leadership is taking responsibility and owning up to commitments 
and situations that are difficult and taxing but inescapable. That 
becomes the true test of leadership and that is what defines 
Judah as the leader of the brothers and eventually the leader of 
Israel through all of its generations. 
Shabat shalom. 
 
Rabbi Berel Wein   © 2017 
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 The Soille Scene 

Fifth grade science students played a game that simulated the competition for resources for animals in the wild.  

Yellow Group practiced using adjectives with a Mad Lib activity today. We had some hilarious stories!  
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 Preschool Page 
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 Community News 
Mazel Tov to… 

...Dena (Brookler, class of '07) and Dovid 

Love on the bris of their son, Aaron 

Simcha and to proud grandparents 

Maxwell and Deborah Brookler & great-

grandparents Raphael and Kitty 

Silverman! 

...Ben Levy on becoming Bar Mitzvah 

and to proud parents Shoshie and David 

Levy. 

...Noah Leeman on his upcoming Bar 

Mitzvah and proud parents Margaret 

Levick and Michael Leeman. 

Second graders did a demo today to learn about rocks. 

We used crayon shavings and an iron to simulate how 

igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks are         

created!  

Students that 

attended Winter 

camp had a great 

time with Estelle 

and Gigi. They took 

daily trips to             

Balboa Park,                  

bowling, Nickel 

City and other fun 

locations! 





Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School 
3630 Afton Road | San Diego, CA 92123| 858-279-3300 | www.hebrewday.org 

Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School Presents 

 

Step Up Event 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the coming weeks, students in the grade above will invite  

your child to collaborate in an activity during class. On  

January 18th, you are invited to a Step Up event with your child,  

who will show you this joint activity and you will continue the project  

with them. Join us as your child leads you UP to next year’s classroom  

in a bonding evening of exploration and fun.  

K - 4th Grade 
 

3:30-4:15 pm Snack and activities  

for K-4 students 

 

4:00-4:10 pm Parents meet in Beit  

Midrash 
 

4:15-5:15 pm Step Up with your child 

Your child has been there...now you can be there too. 

Wednesday, January 18, 2017 
4:00 pm 

Calling All Parents and  

Students Grades K - 4 







 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding Asarah B’teivet    for KIDs 

 Children learn about who we were,  

      and what  

       KEDUSHAT ETRETZ YISRAEL meant.  

2. Kids then connect to learning through  

      a BUILDING and BAKING project.  

 

1/8/17 
 

This Sunday 10:30-11:30am 
 

Free 4 Kids 4 – 12  
 

in BJC Classrooms! 
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